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How many times have you 

already read today?



Little Wandle
Letters and Sounds Revised

The Grove Academy’s new Phonics scheme…



Little Wandle
Why have we changed?

 New government guidance on Systematic Synthetic Phonics

 One scheme approach 

 Schemes need to be validated 

 Schemes linking to fully decodable books 

Why Little Wandle?

 Closest to our current programmes 

 Research and evidence based 

 Clear progression and consistency in year groups

 Opportunities to review and revisit regularly 

 Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency 

 Every aspect of phonics and reading included in a detailed, thorough and systematic approach 

 Engaging resources without distracting from the learning

 Clear and supportive materials for parents and carers



Phonics- What is it?

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read. 

Phonics enables connections to be made between the sounds of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

It helps children hear, identify and use different sounds that distinguish one word from another in the 

English language. 

Brief Overview:

Foundations

to Phonics

(Nursery)

develops children’s ability to hear and distinguish sounds around them. It focuses on oral blending and segmenting and 

rhyming.

Phase 2

(Reception)

introduces letter sounds for reading and writing with a set of letters being taught weekly. It begins to look at blending 

for reading and segmenting for writing. A selection of ‘tricky words’ are taught during Phase 2.

Phase 3

(Reception)

introduces the rest of the individual letter sounds and diagraphs. Children will continue blending and segmenting and 

further tricky words are taught. Children will also learn the letters of the alphabet during this phase.

Phase 4

(Reception)

helps build on the previous understanding of blending and segmenting and children gain experience of using words that 

have adjacent consonants such as trap, milk. No new sounds are taught.

Phase 5

(Year 1)

introduces alternative graphemes for phonemes e.g. children will know /ai/ as in rain from phase 3 but they will learn 

that /ay/ as in day and /a_e/ as in make also make the /ai/ sound. They will also learn alternative pronunciations for 

graphemes e.g. ea – tea, head, break.

Phase 6

(Year 2)

allows children to become fluent readers and accurate spellers. The no nonsense spelling scheme follows on from this 

smoothly.



Little Wandle Overview

Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1

Phase 2 

s a t p i n m d g o c k 
ck e u r h b f l

Phase 3 

ai ee igh oa oo oo ar or 
ur ow oi ear air er

Phase 4 

Short vowels with adjacent 
consonants.

Words ending in suffixes.

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2

Phase 2 

ff ll ss j v w x y z zz
qu ch sh th ng nk

Phase 3

- Review of Spring 1

Phase 4

Phase 3 long vowel consonants.

We are 
here!



Things you may hear at home
*Refer to glossary handout
 Phoneme – The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. 

 Grapheme - A grapheme using two letters to represent one phoneme. With children, we frequently reinforce it with the mantra ‘two 
letters, one sound’. 

 Diagraph - A grapheme using two letters to represent one phoneme. With children, we frequently reinforce it with the mantra ‘two 
letters, one sound’. Example’ ’rain’.

 Trigraph - A grapheme using three letters to represent one phoneme. With children, we frequently reinforce it with the mantra ‘three 
letters, one sound’. Example, ‘fight.

 Sound Talk - A technique for the early practice of blending. The teacher articulates each sound (phoneme) in a word separately, in 
order, and children respond by saying the whole word aloud. Alternatively, they can be asked to blend the word silently (blend in your 
head). 

 Segment- To identify each of the individual phonemes (sound) in a word, working all the way through from left to right. This is an 
important first stage of spelling a word but needs to be practised orally first. Counting the phonemes is often helpful in reinforcing this 
process (segmenting fingers).

 Tricky Words - High-frequency words that, although decodable in themselves, cannot be decoded by children using the sounds they 
have been taught up to that point.

 Catchphrase - A type of mnemonic in the form of a memorable (often funny) phrase. Catchphrases are generally used in this programme 
to help children remember Phase 3 learned.

 Shuffle Time – The way the teacher swaps the sound/word cards around in a lesson enabling the children to begin to read fluently. 

 Copy Me- Children to repeat what the teacher has modelled to engage fluency.



Little Wandle
What does it look like and how do we teach it?

 All lessons are pre planned and are accessed 
through the Little Wandle portal by teachers.

 Order of lessons are consistent and sequential.

 5 lessons per week with 4 introducing a new 
sound or skill.

 5th review lesson – recaps sounds, tricky words 
and skills learnt that week.

 CIL activity directly linked to sound, tricky word 
or skill being taught.

 Support staff participate with children modelling 
key parts of the lesson. 

 Support staff are positioned at the front of the 
classroom encouraging children and making a 
note of anyone who may not be keeping up. 
These children will have a ‘keep up’ session on 
the same day.



Little Wandle
Review and interventions
Keep up sessions

- Recap of the morning’s lesson (mini version usually in CIL)

- Short sharp and concise 

- Aims to embed sound of the day / previously taught 
sounds

- Very fun, interactive and small focus group activity 



Little Wandle Classrooms



Reading practice sessions
3 sessions a week with the same book!
 Day 1 – Decoding 

 All read the same time

 Repeated readings and teacher moves 
round

 Day 2 – Prosody
 Reading with meaning, stress and 

intonation

 Choose page to focus on. Repeat after me. 
Why do we stress certain words? ‘It was a 
BIG mess’

 Day 3 – Comprehension 
 ‘I know the answer because …’

 Prove it. Explain it.

This book then goes home for you to 
celebrate their success! 



Reading at home



Reading at home

Reading Practice
Book

Sharing
Book

If your child is reading with little help, 
please don’t think it is too easy. Help 
them by developing their fluency and 
confidence. 

Listen to them and praise them.

If they can’t read a word, help them to 
break it down.

Discuss the book together at the end.

To encourage your child to be a lifelong 
reader, it is important that they learn to 
read for pleasure. 

Don’t expect your child to read the book 
independently. Read to or with them.

Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, put 
voices on, act it out, predict what might 
happen next – have FUN!



Logging in to the e-library



Support at 
Home 

Phonics Home Learning

- New format

- Recaps the week’s learning

- May introduce sounds that will 
be taught next week

- Can be handed back in paper 
form or Tapestry



Phonics for parents

www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.

org.uk/resources/for-parents/

www.thegroveacademy.org.uk

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
http://www.thegroveacademy.org.uk/




Thank you for coming

Any questions?


