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I became the Principal at The Grove Academy in June 2019.  Before this, I have worked in 
various other school, teaching across EYFS to Year 6. Throughout my career, I have worked in 
various leadership positions. I have a vast amount of knowledge and experience developing the 
quality of teaching and learning, and assessments. I have a proven record of accomplishment in 
strategic planning and improving outcomes for all children, particularly the vulnerable groups of 
children. I have also achieved the National Professional Qualification for Headship. I firmly 
believe that all children can achieve their fullest potential – Every child just needs a champion!  

 

My favourite childhood story was Charlie and The Chocolate Factory, by Roald Dahl. In fact, I 
enjoyed all of his books. I enjoyed the magic behind the stories, and the messages behind Roald 
Dahl’s words. To this day, I encourage all children to read his stories, whenever a child asks me 
to recommend a story to them.    
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I joined The Grove Academy as an Assistant Principal in April 2020 – just as the pandemic hit! 
Prior to this, I worked at Bovingdon Primary Academy, another school in the Aspire Academies 
Trust.  I have always wanted to work with children and make a difference to their lives, as I 
strongly believe that if children are happy at school, they will enjoy learning and make progress. 
I strive to make children smile every day and work hard to make their primary school journey as 
enjoyable as possible.   

I have a particular passion for Phonics, as I believe that reading is powerful.  One thing I love to 
see is a child’s eyes light up as they begin to read with fluency – it is truly magical!  As a child, 
one of my favourite authors was Jacqueline Wilson.  I loved how her stories involved characters 
from untraditional families and backgrounds; I remember reading Tracy Beaker over and over 
again!  I am excited to see what differences I can make to The Grove Academy and be part of 
the school’s journey. 
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I am the School Business Manager at the academy and have worked at the school since 
2005. I have been part of the school’s journey over the last 15 years from the amalgamation 
of three local schools to academy status.  My responsibilities include all aspects of school 
life including finance, personnel & premises.  I feel privileged to be part of the school 
community and am motivated in supporting the teaching and learning of the children.  
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Governor Type:   Chair/Community Governor 

Declaration of Interests:  None  
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I am an experienced business operations leader in the Technology sector with over 20 
years senior leadership experience across private, public, PE and VC funded organisations 
with P&L responsibility of multi-million £ budgets who also has a solid understanding and 
appreciation for multiple diverse cultures having led teams across the globe.  Additionally I 
have in depth experience of working in highly regulated organisations including banking, 
financial and service management services, security and the national lottery.   
 

I am passionate about personal development to enable individuals to fulfil their full potential, 
and in particular encouraging more females to consider STEM careers, especially IT.  
Having lived locally all my life, I am looking forward to giving something back to my 
community by adding to the diversity of the board of Governors and working with my 
colleagues to support the school in its quest to achieve an outstanding standard. My 
favourite book as a child was The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien. 
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Career:    

• Managing Director of AiDE Ltd - now retired.   

• Served as Director of Watford Racial Equality Council- 2003 to 2007   

• Senior Equality Officer for the Transport and General Workers Union- 1981 to 2003  

  

Charity and Voluntary Work:  

• Community Governor at the Grove Academy – 2016 to present.  
• Chair of the Egyptian Association in Great Britain – 2011 to present   
• Treasurer for the Arab Jewish Forum- 2007 to present  
• Served as school governor for number of schools in Stevenage.   

• Trustee of One Westminster- 2102 to present  

• Served as trustee of the Muscular Dystrophy Campaign for 12 years.   

 

Political Activity:  

Watford Labour Party Secretary present.   
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I have more than 20 years’ experience working in small, medium and blue chip companies and 
in the NHS, of marketing, PR and managing budgets and contracts.  Looking for a new 
challenge in a new environment, I re—trained as an Osteopath ten years ago and now work in 
my own private clinic.  
 
 I think that it is my positive early education experiences that helped me to believe I can manage 
anything if I put my mind to it and am prepared to work hard. I want the same opportunities for 
my children. I feel privileged to be part of this school and very much look forward to this 
opportunity of supporting our school in any way I can.  I have many favourite books but if I have 
to pick just one then Life of Pi by Yann Martel.   
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I am an experienced Primary School Deputy Head teacher with a passion for inclusion having 
been both a SENCO and Head of Inclusion during my career. I have also achieved the National 
Professional Qualification for Headship.  I have a proven track record of strategic planning and 
improving outcomes for all children, but especially those from vulnerable groups.  My roles 
included recruitment, staff development and appraisal as well as being responsible for 
managing, monitoring and reporting to Governors on budgetary expenditure. I look forward to 
supporting the school on its journey to outstanding. 
 
My favourite book as a child was the Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton. I still have the same 
copy to this day but have long lost count of how many times I have read it.   
 
I loved how the main characters were everyday children who were magically transported into 
faraway lands where they had countless adventures and met a range of make-believe 
characters such as Moon-face and Silky.  The descriptions were so well written that even now I 
could still picture how they looked and almost taste the special biscuits and treats they would 
bake before sliding down the slippery slip on their way home.  
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I’m passionate about building community and seeing children and families thrive.  I currently 

help run The Salvation Army in Watford.  I have worked for major charities on a national and 

local level, writing resources, managing events and securing funding for large and small 

projects.  I want to create communities where people support each other.  At home I love to be 

in the garden with my children, looking after our vegetable plot and chickens. 
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I have worked for over 20 years in the Software Industry and have led teams in successful 
project delivery, including financial aspects, both in the UK and abroad.   
  

I look back on my education with fondness and also regret, when I declined the invitation 
to undertake a PhD after completing my Masters degree.  
  

It is a privilege to serve as a parent governor and help our school give our children the best 
education possible to set them up for their future and realise their potential.  
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I have worked in education for over 20 years, starting at my daughter’s Primary School as a 

Class Assistant Volunteer.  I then moved into Secondary School firstly as a Learning Support 

Assistant then Co-ordinator for the SENCos and this led to my current role as the Pastoral 

Manager.  I have considerable experience dealing with students who have behaviour issues.  I 

hope to bring to my role as a Governor, valuable contributions and ideas to help prepare pupils 

at The Grove Academy for the next step of their learning in a Secondary School environment 

and also to assist own personal development gaining a better understanding of where pupils 

have started their journey in a Primary School setting.  My favourite book as a child was The 

Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. 

 

 

 


